
Dear Congressperson, 

The United States is facing a serious environmental crisis. Our urban and rural forests are dying due to the toxic effects of excessive exposure to radiofrequency (RF) radiation from our obsessive use of wireless technology. 

Congress is directly responsible.  The 1996 Telecommunications Act, passed by Congress, prohibits local governments from protecting public health and the environment when considering  telecommunications antenna applications.  The Congress charged the FCC to “prescribe and make effective rules regarding the environmental effects of radio frequency emissions” (TCA, 104 Pub. L. 104).  It also delegated responsibility to the FCC for adopting  “uniform, consistent requirements, with adequate safeguards of the public health and safety” and these were to be “established as soon as possible” (H.R. Report No. 104-204, p. 94).  The FCC has complied with neither of these directives. 

At this time, no fewer than three federal agencies have indicated that the FCC guidelines for exposure to radiation from wireless technology are not protective.  Those agencies are: the U.S. National Toxicology Program (NTP), which released findings that wireless radiation causes cancer and breaks DNA (http://ehtrust.org/science/facts-national-toxicology-program-cellphone-rat-cancer-study/); The Department of Interior (DOI), which stated "the electromagnetic radiation standards used by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) continue to be based on thermal heating, a criterion now nearly 30 years out of date and inapplicable today."(http://www.ntia.doc.gov/files/ntia/us_doi_comments.pdf); and The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which stated “The FCC's current exposure guidelines ... are thermally based, and do not apply to chronic, nonthermal exposure situations.” (http://www.emrpolicy.org/litigation/case_law/docs/noi_epa_response.pdf). 

The FCC has only acted consistently to promote wireless technology with a blatant disregard for the very serious health and environmental effects it is having.  Watch this video clip to see how wireless radiation penetrates the human body, especially in children ( https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYDmIq-nTn4).

The FCC has been very lax in enforcing their own outdated inadequate thermally-based RF limits for cell towers (base stations). A detailed investigation by the EMR Policy Institute showed almost no enforcement of existing FCC RF limits and rampant violations (http://www.marketwire.com/press-release/-1770139.htm). A Wall Street Journal investigation (http://online.wsj.com/articles/cellphone-boom-spurs-antenna-safety-worries-1412293055) reports similar findings with one in ten towers out of compliance and experts concerned that out of compliance towers could be transmitting in the thermal range by the end of 2015.   

Congress has created an industry-dominated monster in the FCC through inadequate oversight and delegating authority to the FCC over two missions inherently at odds: promotion and regulation of the same industry.  Please read - Captured Agency: How the Federal Communications Commission Is Dominated by the Industries It Presumably Regulates by Norm Alster, published recently by Harvard University’s Edmond J. Safra Center for Ethics (http://ethics.harvard.edu/files/center-for-ethics/files/capturedagency_alster.pdf)

Contrary to industry representations, wireless technology is neither a sustainable nor environmentally-friendly technology because wireless connectivity uses far more energy than wired connectivity.  According to Energy Consumption in Wired and Wireless Access Networks, “Wireless technologies will continue to consume at least 10 times more power than wired technologies when providing comparable access rates and traffic volumes.  PON [passive optical networks] will continue to be the most energy-efficient access technology.” (http://people.eng.unimelb.edu.au/rtucker/publications/files/energy-wired-wireless.pdf).  A paper looking at the energy consumption of cloud computing states, “Our energy calculations show that by 2015, wireless cloud will consume up to 43 TWh, compared to only 9.2 TWh in 2012, an increase of 460%. This is an increase in carbon footprint from 6 megatonnes of CO2 in 2012 to up to 30 megatonnes of CO2 in 2015, the equivalent of adding 4.9 million cars to the roads.  Up to 90% of this consumption is attributable to wireless access network technologies, data centres account for only 9%.”  (http://www.ceet.unimelb.edu.au/publications/ceet-white-paper-wireless-cloud.pdf)  It is clear from the discussion, that cloud computing does not save energy unless it displaces local computing power, otherwise it just increases energy consumption, especially when accessed wirelessly.

Please read the following papers outlining the harm RF radiation is doing to our trees:

· Radiofrequency radiation injures trees around mobile phone base stations https://www.researchgate.net/publication/306435017_Radiofrequency_radiation_injures_trees_around_mobile_phone_base_stations
· Adverse Influence of Radio Frequency Background on Trembling Aspen Seedlings: Preliminary Observations https://www.hindawi.com/journals/ijfr/2010/836278/
· Electromagnetic Fields Act Similarly in Plants as in Animals: Probably Activation of Calcium Channels via Their Voltage Sensor: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3780531/
Trees are not the only living beings radiation from wireless technologies harming, please read the following papers about the harm being done to a variety of living creatures, including bees, frogs, and birds:

· "Impacts of radio-frequency electromagnetic field (RF-EMF) from cell phone towers and wireless devices on biosystem and ecosystem - a review" http://www.biolmedonline.com/Articles/Vol4_4_2012/Vol4_4_202-216_BM-8.pdf
· "Electromagnetic pollution from phone masts. Effects on wildlife," Pathophysiology (2009), doi:10.1016/j.pathophys.2009.01.007 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19264463
Please take immediate action to protect our urban and rural forests and our public health:

· Vote NO on Mobile Now Act S.19 and Vote NO on Digit Act S.88 and H.R. 686
· Put implementation of 5G on hold pending a NEPA evaluation.
· Put implementation of V2V on hold pending a NEPA evaluation.
· Give the Environmental Protection Agency authority to set population-protective biologically-based radiofrequency radiation limits, the radiation utilized by wireless technology.
· Repeal the section 704 of the 1996 Telecommunications Act to once again allow proper consideration of health and environmental effects of wireless radiation.
· Eliminate promotion of wireless from the FCC’s responsibilities.  Wireless technologies are established and do not require promotion at taxpayer expense.  The FCC’s sole mission should be regulatory to protecting consumers, especially their health and safety. 
Healthy trees and plants are more important than wireless. Eating and breathing are essential to life. We will not do either for long if we kill off our trees and plants.  Please visit www.electricalpollution.com/WirelessKillsTrees.html for more information.

Many other nations are taking precautionary action (http://ehtrust.org/policy/international-policy-actions-on-wireless/), the U.S. ought to be as well.
Thank you for your attention to this crucial issue. 

Sincerely,

